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Washington, D.C. 20231 

LETTER 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 CFR 1.56, 
Applicants call to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office a 
Search Report issued abroad in reference to a corresponding foreign 
application. A copy of the Search Report dated JANUARY 29, 2000 is 
attached. 

The enclosed document is being called to the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office solely to comply with the duty of 
^ disclosure set forth in 37 CFR 1.56 and is not intended to be 

construed as an admission by the Applicants that any of the documents 
listed is material. 

Respectfully submitted. 



By h?...J^CU^^ 



Michael E. Belk, Reg. 33,357 
Attorney 
(914) 333-9643 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited this date 
with the Umted States Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



On e^Z/Z'&t^ PO 



(Mailing Date) 

By. 



(Signature) 

End. Search Report 
MR17BEE0.SW0 
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Riem, Charles H. 
Prof Holstlaan 6 
NL-5656 Eindhoven 
Nederlanderna 



PCT 



o 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 



(PCT Rule 44.1) 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

N 16,967W0 



Iniemational application No. 

PCT/IB99/01022 



Date of mailing 
( day /month/year) 



2 9-01- ZOQO 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 
( dayimonihiyear) 

03-06-1999 



Applicant 

Koninklijke Philips Electronics N. V. 
et a1 



m 
o 

m 
a 



Fc3 DO 



1^^ 



1. [x] The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is iransmiued herewith 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the daims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

WTien? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report: however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? To the International Bureau of W IPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2 j I The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration 
{ ;L— J iinder Article 17(2)(a) to thai eflea is transmitted herewith. 

3. I I With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified thai: 

□ the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Ofiices. 

[ I no decision has been made yet on the proiesL the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



4. Further actlon(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the iniemational application will be published by the International Bureau 
If the applicant wishes lo avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or 
of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 906iy.l and 90fcLr-3, respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority dale, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the app- 
licant wishes lo postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority dale On some Ofhces 
even later). 

Wiihin 20 months from the priority dale, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Ofiices whidi have not been elected within 19 months from the priority dale or could not be 
eleaed because they are not bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 




Authorized ofTicer 




Patent- ocn registreringsverket 


Telex 




•'■•'Onic::: ivorlin 


Box 5CS5 


17978 




S-102 42 STOCKHOLM 


PATOREG-S 






Facsimile No. 08-667 72 6S 




Telephone No. 08-762 25 00 





Form PCT/!SA/220 (January 19W) 



(See notes on accompanying sheet) 




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

IN i 1:RNA'I lONAI, SKARCII KKrOR I 
(i'Cr Article IH anil Rules 4.1 and 44) 



Applicniil's ur ngciit's file rcfcrciiLU 

N 16.967W0 


I'OK I'lJH'I'UKK SL-o NiiUriLjilinti cif'I'r.nisniilUl uf InlLrn:il.iimHl KtaiLh Rcpufl 
ACriOiN (l-iirni I'Cn /lS A/221)) a.^ utll .i^, where applicable, ilcm 5 bcluw. 


hiicriiniioiint np[i)icalimi No. 

PCT/IB 99/01022 


Iiitci'ii.-ilion.-il filiiig d;ilL' (dayhtumlhyvar) 

3 June 1999 


(llnilicsl) I'riniily DaU' (eiay.'nwn!!i'}fxtr) 

12 June 1998 


Applicniit 

Koninkliike Philips Electronics N.V. et al 



'1 his inlcriintit)nnl scnrch i qiorl has hccii i»rqini ci] by ihis hilcriinlioiinl Seni diiiij! Aulhoiity nnd is Irniisitiillfd to the 
applicniit accuidiiij; lu Atlicle IK. A copy is being liansinilleil to the hilei it;ition;il lUire.ni. 


This internntitinal se-ircli reixir) cimststs of a ttJtal (tl' 2 sheets. 


X It is niso ncctiitipanied by 


a copy of" each ]iiior art docinneni cited in this repoi l. 


1. j 1 (.'crtiiin ehiiin.s were fiiiinil 


unscarchalilc (See Hot I). 


2. [ 1 Unity of inventiiin Is laekinj; (Sec H). 


.1. j 'I'lic intei iintiunni nppJiunlitm contains disclnsnre of n nueieiitiile inul/nr uininu ueiil ^elplettee listin<^ and the 
inln iiatiiinnl searcli wns cai i ied out on the basis ol" Ibe seipieiice lisltnji 


□ 


filed with the inlcrnatitmal applicniiim. 


□ 


ruiiiislied by the applicant separately fi oni the inlemnltunal application, 

1 [ but iM)t accompanied by a siateinenl to the efi'ect that it did not include 

ninllcr going beyond the discbisvire in the inlcrnnlionn) .i]iplication as filed. 


□ 


transcribed by this Aulliority. . 


4. With icgnt d to the title, | X | 


the text is approved as subinilleil by the a])plicnnt. 


□ 


the text lias been established by this Aulliority io read as foUows: 


5. With regard to (be ulistrnct, 






the text is approved as subitiilted by the applicant. 


□ 


the text has been established, according to Rule 3X.20i). by this Authority as il appears 
in Bojt Ml. '11ic applicant may, within one month fioin the date or mailing of this inter- 
national search rc{>orl, submit ct)nintenls to this Atitiiurity. 


fi. Hic ngure or the ilrawtn;*s tu be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No. 4 fxl suggested by the .ippJicant. Q f^^„^. the f.^ures. 
[ [ because the applicant failed to suggest n ligure. 


□ 


becau.sc Ihi.^ figure bettw cbaracteriz.cs the invention. 



Form PCI7I.SA,'2lO (firsi sheet) (July IV92) 



1 

inU'Rnational si:aiu:i! rkpor r 



IiitLi)i.ilii)ii.-il .ippticalioii N«. 

PCT/IB 99/01022 



A. CLASSiriCA I ION OF SUHJliCr MA ri i:R 



IPC7: GllB 20/10, GllB 19/28 

According lo Internalinnal I'alcnt Class! fitalinn (II'C) ur Ui bnlh nalinnal cl^^sirnraliun and ]W. 



B. F IliLUS SftARCMlil) 



Minimum documcnlaliort searched (classificalli)n system ftjtlowcd by tlassirrcalion symbols) 

IPC7: GllB, G06F 



l)«cumcnlalii»n searched ulher than minimum documenuiiun I" Uic cMcnl lhal such documetiL* aic included in ihc fields SL-aichcd 

SE.DK.FI.NO classes as above 



FJeclrunic dala base ctmsulltd during Ihc inlcrnalinnat search (name Mfdala base and, where pracLicahIc, search terms ust-d) 



c. nocuMfiNTs (:()nsiim:ri:i) 'I () m- ri:i.i:vani 



(Intcgory* 



Cllalioti of JoaiiDciit, willi indicntioii, wlicrc .ipprtiprinlc, nf tlic rdev.'jiit p.iKs.i^cs 



Rclcvniit tDclniiii Ni>. 



US 5737481 A (TOYOJI GUSHIMA ET AL), 7 April 1998 
(07.04.98), column 12, line 51 - column 13, 
line 22, abstract 



EP 0837469 A2 (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., 
LTD,), 22 April 1998 (22.04.98), page 12, 
line 56 - page 15, line 19 



US 5625615 A (JAMES J. DENTE ET AL) , 29 April 1997 
(29.04.97), figure 3A, abstract 



US 5373497 A (JOE L. HANSON), 13 December 1994 
(13.12.94), column 5, line 22 - line 26 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



I I rnithcr docnmciils nrc listed in ilie c(nilimintit)ii iif (*. [ )(| Sec pnlcnl fmnily nnncx. 



* .Special catcgnriM nf died d<>cuTncnls: 

*A' document defining Ihc general tlaJe of Vhe art ivtiich ix nol ain^dcrcd 

lo he of parlicular relevance 
'}'.' erlicr documcnl hul published on t>r ftftcr Ihc jnlcmali<ma] TilinR dale 

']/ documcnl which mny throw dnuhts on priority clAim(s) itr uWch is 
cited tn csinhli^ the puhlicatinn date ot artttther citation tir tithcr 
special reawm (ns specified) 

'O' di>cumcnt referring to an firal disclosure, use, exhibition or othw 
means 

'P' document published prior to the tntematinnal filing date hut later than 
the priority date daimcd 



'I" later document publidicU after the inlemaiionat filing dale or priority 
dale and nol in crmdicl will) the application hut cited to understand 
the principle or theory undcrljing the invenlittn 

'X' document ol particular relevance Ihc claimed invention cannot he 
considered novd «»r cannot he considered lo invirlvc an inventive 
step u-hcn the dr)cument is lakcn alone 

'V documcnl of particular relevance the claimed invention cannot he 
crm^dcrcd lo involve an inventive step when the document is 
ciimhincd uilh one or more other ,sudi.dt>cumcnLs, such combination 
being obvious lo a person sLillcd in the art 

'A." document member oi ihe same patent family 



Oalc of the aclunl completion of'lhe iiitcnmlionnl .search 



20 January 2000 



D.ile orin:iiliiig nf'tlie intei iinlioiinl scnrch rcjiuit 

2 9 -01- 2Q00 



Name and tnniltttg addrcs.s of the ISA/ 
Swedish Patent Office 
Box 5055. S-102 42 STOCKHOLM 
Faesiinilc No. + 46 8 Of.G 02 86 



Aiillu)ri7.eil tjllieer 

Peder Gjervaldsaeter/mj 

|•clc^)llullc No. + 46 S 7K2 25 111) 



Form PCr/LSA.fJIO (scciind .thcct) (July 1992) 



IN IKRNAI lONAL SKARCII RI-POR 1 

Infiirinntioii mi n.iictil (htnily itiLttibLTK 

02/12/99 


IitlLiiinlion.ll aiiplicnlinn Nu. 

PCT/IB 99/01022 


I'aienl diifumcnl 
died in search rcpnil 


I'uhlicai'mn 
(Ulc 


I'aienl family 
niL'nibef{s) 


Publkraliiin 
dale 



US 5737481 A 



07/04/98 



JP 
JP 



8007287 A 
8147877 A 



12/01/96 
07/06/96 



EP 0837469 A2 22/04/98 JP 10124994 A 15/05/98 

US 5953300 A 14/09/99 



US 5625615 A 29/04/97 NONE 



US 5373497 A 


13/12/94 


DE 


69029319 D,T 


19/06/97 






EP 


0443272 A.B 


28/08/91 






ES 


2094749 T 


01/02/97 






JP 


4251471 A 


07/09/92 






US 


5132955 A 


21/07/92 






US 


5226046 A 


06/07/93 



Form Pcr/lSA.'2lt) [jiaicnl family annex) {July 19V2) 



